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Board adopts a
ive discipline policy
mandate violations
to have temporary exemptions so that parents
could have time to seek an approved medical
exemption.
A dashboard with daily information about
COVID-19 positive cases in each school and
a 14-day count of COVID-19 positive cases is
posted on the district’s website, manheimcentral.org, under the “COVID-19” tab.
Flannery said Sept. 27 was the end of the district’s grace period.
Letters were to be sent to the community
Tuesday morning, Sept. 28, with an overview
of mask mandate compliance.
Also, a letter will be sent to parents whose
children were unmasked or unshielded that day.
Starting Wednesday, Sept. 29 through Friday,
Oct. 1, unmasked or unshielded students will
meet with principals and lunch detention will
be assigned to students in grades K through 6,
while after-school detention will be assigned to
students in grades 7 through 12. If a student arrives at school Monday, Oct. 4 through Thursday, Oct. 7 not wearing a mask or face shield,
the student will be registered for Manheim Central Online Academy.
School board member Matt Linder questioned enrolling students in the online academy
without giving parents the choice. Brooke Say
of Stock and Leader, the district’s solicitor,
said the options Flannery outlined have been
reviewed by legal counsel and they have her
support.
In other news, the board approved Superintendent Pete Aiken’s resignation effective on or
before Dec. 13. School board president Linda
Williams thanked Aiken for his service to the
district and said he will be missed.
Jeff Straub of Crabtree Rohrbaugh Associates provided an update on the high school
renovation project. The $55.43 million multiyear project began after the end of school in
June and is expected to be completed in July
2024. Straub said the project is slightly ahead
of schedule. Thirteen modular classrooms have
been installed, and temporary classrooms have
been installed in the gym. Major demolition
and site work scheduled for phase one has been
completed. Existing steel roof trusses have been
reinforced to meet snow load requirements. A
new exit has been installed at the northern end
of the Hershey Drive parking lot to enable access for contractors.
Rochelle Shenk is a correspondent for the
Lititz Record Express. She welcomes your comments and questions at RAASHENK@aol.com.
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Manheim Historical Society
open house Oct. 9 & 10

By Rochelle A. Shenk

The Manheim Historical
Society will host an open
house Saturday, Oct. 9, and
Sunday, Oct. 10 at its restored railroad station, 210
S. Charlotte St., Manheim.
Hours are 1 to 4 p.m. on both
days.
Susan Williams, historical
society president, said the
event celebrates the re-opening of the railroad station to
the public. Although the Keath and Fasig houses along E.
High St. have been open during Manheim’s First Thursday events, the railroad station had been closed during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The event will also showcase the organization’s collection of Stiegel stove plates
and Stiegel-type glass. Two
half-hour presentations will
be featured each day. Jeremy Friedly, president, and
head glassblower at Stiegel
Glassworks 1976, will give a
presentation on Stiegel-type
glass, while Jeff Dreisbach
will discuss Stiegel stove
plate. He is a collector of
Stiegel items; he sold his collection to the historical society earlier this year.
The railroad station and
other amenities on the complex such as the Stiegel Valley Model Railroad and a
restored 1917 Pennsylvania
Railroad cabin car (caboose)
will be open during the open
house. Weather permitting,
the organization’s restored
1926 Birney trolley will be
parked outside of the trolley
barn and open for tours. Stiegel Glassworks glass studio
will also be open for sales
and glassblowing demonstrations.
During the time that the
railroad station was closed,
the display area in the main

Photos by Rochelle Shenk

Kelly Kleinfelter, Manheim Historical Society’s museum committee chair, with Jeff Dreisbach (left). Dreisbach holds a Stiegel-type
glass flask from the collection of Stiegel items he sold to the historical society earlier this year. It is one of the items that will be
on display during the society’s Oct. 9 and 10 Open House at the
restored Manheim Railroad station.

room was revamped and new
LED lighting was installed
throughout the room. Doug
Shaw, chair of the society’s
acquisitions committee, and
Kelley Kleinfelter, chair of the
society’s museum committee,
worked together to enhance
the display area that runs along
three walls. A new backdrop
was installed in the display
cases, and Shaw, an area woodworker, worked to reinforce the
shelving in the cases.
Wes Geib, historical society
vice president, said although
the organization had a number
of Stiegel items in its collection,
26 items including stove plates,
a stove, Stiegel-type glass, and
indentures were acquired earlier
this year. “We didn’t have any
Stiegel stove plates before this
acquisition,” he said adding that
the opportunity to acquire the
collection arose in January, and
an anonymous donor provided

This stove plate manufactured by Henry William Stiegel’s iron
works is one of the items that will be on display during the society’s Oct. 9 and 10 Open House at the restored Manheim Railroad station.

funds for the purchase.
Dreisbach said his collection was the result of nearly
40-years of collecting Stiegelrelated items. About half of the
items were acquired at auction,
some were purchased from listings on eBay, and others were
acquired through ads he placed
in area papers. “I spent so much
time with this collection including doing research on the items
that I wanted to be sure it would
be kept intact,” he explained,
“If I sold it at auction, it would
be scattered. Having it in Manheim just makes sense.”
“It’s a big deal for the society to acquire the collection; it
includes one of two known existing cannon stoves manufactured by Stiegel,” Kleinfelter
said. She said Henry William
Stiegel, who founded Manheim
in 1762, was first an ironmaster
then he began manufacturing
glass. “His glassware rivaled
the quality of what was coming
out of Europe,” she said.
“Our collection of Stiegel
items now rivals that of any
museum, and that’s as it should
be since he was Manheim’s
founder,” Shaw said.
He said the goal of the open
house event, and the historical
society is to create interest in
Manheim’s history. “There’s
a lot of history in our community,” he said.
The Historical Society is requiring face coverings to be
worn to enter all Manheim Historical Society properties.
For more information about
the Manheim Historical Society, visit manheimhistoricalsociety.org.
Rochelle Shenk is a correspondent for the Lititz Record
Express. She welcomes your
comments and questions at
RAASHENK@aol.com.
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This Stiegel-type flask is one of
the items that will be on display
during the society’s Oct. 9 and
10 Open House at the restored
Manheim Railroad station.
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